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PASTOR’S NOTES 

During Lent, we are asked to reflect on those areas of our lives which fall short of 
God’s intentions for how we should live and as John the Baptizer preached, to 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” If I’m being honest, I’m often 
frustrated with myself for how far away I am from Jesus’ expectation to “Be per-
fect…as your heavenly Father is perfect.” But I also know that when I do fall short, 
as I often do, God’s grace makes up the difference. For those who are struggling 
with me, I would share this this story as a reminder that Jesus understands our 
broken nature. 
 
Puppies for Sale 
From Chicken Soup for the Soul by Dan Clark 
 
A merchant was tacking a sign above his door that read, "Puppies For Sale." Signs 
like that have a way of attracting small children and, sure enough, a little boy ap-
peared under the store owner's sign. "How much're you gonna sell those puppies 
for?" he asked. The owner replied, "Anywhere from $30 to $50." The little boy 
reached into his pocket and pulled out some change. "I have $2.37," he said. "Can I 
please look at them?" The man smiled and whistled, and out of the kennel came 
Lady, who ran down the aisle of his store followed by five teeny-tiny fur balls. One 
puppy was lagging considerably behind. Immediately the little boy singled out the 
lagging, limping puppy and asked, "What's wrong with that little dog?" The store 
owner explained that the veterinarian examined the little puppy and had discov-
ered it didn't have a hip socket. It would always limp. It would always be lame. The 
little boy became excited. "That is the puppy that I want to buy." The store owner 
said, "No, you don't want to buy that little dog. If you really want him, I'll just give 
him to you." The little boy got quite upset. He looked straight into the store owner's 
eyes, pointing his finger, and said, "I don't want you to give him to me. That little 
dog is worth every bit as much as all the other dogs and I'll pay full price. In fact, 
I'll give you $2.37 now, and 50 cents a month until I have him paid for." The store 
owner countered, "You really don't want to buy this little dog. He is never going to 
be able to run and jump and play with you like the other puppies." To the owner's 
surprise, the little boy reached down and rolled up his pant leg to reveal a badly 
twisted, crippled left leg supported by a big metal brace. He looked up at the store 
owner and softly replied, "Well, I don't run so well myself, and the little puppy will 
need someone who understands!" 
 
I have loved this story from the first time I heard it. It reminds me of the kind of 
savior that we have in Jesus Christ. A savior who knows what it’s like to be to bro-
ken by sin, because he was broken for our sin. A Savior who understands what it’s 
like to be disabled by guilt and shame and yet is willing to love us anyway. A Savior 
who was willing to pay the full price, who even gave his own life on the cross, so 
that we might be saved. 
 
Thanks you Father God for sending your Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Immanuel 
(God with us) and our Redeemer. Amen!! 
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“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this 
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

John 16:33 

How to Move a Mountain 

 God provides answers for us when we keep our hearts in tune 
with the Holy Spirit and our eyes in His Word.  I’m facing a mountain 
this year that looms large and seems impossible to get through.  Per-
haps, you are, too. When we face mountains, we’re tempted to turn our 
thoughts to our own strength to overcome, but scripture says: “From 
where does my help come? My help comes from the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth” (Psalm 121:1-2 ESV).  When we turn to God and 
rely on Him, instead of ourselves, He supplies the strength we need. 

 In scripture, Jesus tells his disciples how to face mountains 
through faith, belief, and prayer.  Jesus says, “For truly I say to you, if 
you have faith like a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this moun-
tain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be 
impossible for you” (Matthew 17-20-21). Jesus says, ”Have faith in 
God.  Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up 
and thrown into the sea’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes 
that what he says will come to pass, it will be done for him. Therefore, 
I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have received it, 
and it will be yours” (Mark 11:22-24).  Jesus says,  “Whatever you ask 
in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it” (John 14:13-14). 

 Scripture provides the blueprint for us to move whatever moun-
tain we are facing.  Increase faith through daily prayer and daily read-
ing of the Holy Bible.  Believe that God will strengthen and lead us 
through. Ask in the name of Jesus, surrendering to God’s will, ac-
knowledging that we can do nothing without Him, and desiring to glo-
rify God.  Jesus says, “All things are possible for one who be-
lieves” (Mark 9:23).   

--Judy, a sister in Christ 

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH 

DEVOTION TIME 

We hosted a Mission Study for our 

district on Feb. 18th in our Fellow-

ship Hall. It went very well and was 

a very interesting and reflective 

study.  Steve Taylor from Lumber-

ton was the facilitator.  It was titled 

“Who Can We Be Together?” 

We assembled 60 gift bags for all 

the staff at Edgewood Elementary 

for Valentine’s Day with candy, 

snacks and Scripture cards in them. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for 

Monday, March 6th at 6:30 pm         

in the parlor. 

Debbie Conway, President 

 

 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

• March 6th—United 

Women in Faith   

6:30 p.m. 

• March 9th– Caregiv-

er Support Group      

1:00 p.m. (parlor) 

• March 16th– Sun-

shine Group Outing 

• March 20th– Church 

Council Meeting 

• April 3rd– United 

Women in Faith   

6:30 pm. 

• April 6th– Maundy 

Thursday Service  

6:00 pm. 



HEALTH AND WELLNESS 

 February is American Heart Month. Sadly, heart disease continues 
to be the leading cause of death for men and women in the United States.  
The good news is that it’s often preventable! 

 This is the perfect time to focus on what we can do for our heart. 
After all, it works hard for us every minute of the day. 

 Although we have no control over risk factors such as family history 
or age, we can often other factors such as staying at a healthy weight, regu-
larly exercising, and controlling alcohol. 

 Make this the year that you commit to protecting your heart. Re-
member we have only one!  

(Copied from State Health Plan for Teachers and State Employees, February 
21, 2023) 

 

Dates to Remember 

-Caregivers Support Group 
WUMC Parlor 
March 9, 1:00 p.m. 
 

-Skin Cancer Screening 
WUMC Fellowship Hall 
May 18, 2023, 5:30pm– 7:30pm 
Sponsored by CRHS, Donayre Cancer Clinic, and Atlantic Dermatology 
 

Patricia Ray, MPH, BSN, RN 
Parish Nurse 
 
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within 
me.”   Psalm 51:3 RSV 

MARCH/APRIL   

BIRTHDAYS 

 

MARCH 

2nd Hunter Deifes 

5th Matthew Farmer 

 Dale Cichero 

7th Elizabeth Gibson 

13th Ethan Barnhill 

16th Emily William-

son 

19th Maggie High 

20th Katie McLam 

21st Margaret High 

 Ann Sauls 

24th Sydney High 

 Andrew Bullard 

25th Crystal Gore 

29th Carolyn Hankins 

30th Nan Leggett 

31st Ann Simmons 

 

APRIL 

4th Phyllis Merritt 

10th Grace High 

11th Sue Wells 

23rd Robin Gilmore 

26th Ryleigh Owens 

30th Laci Lewis 

 

 



WEDNESDAY 
MORNING BIBLE 

STUDY 

 

The Wednesday morning 

Bible study will begin a 

new series on Wednesday 

March 15: Unlocking the 

Secrets of the Feasts. This 

explains amazing prophe-

cies of God for the ages 

through the Jewish      

festivals and fulfillment 

by Jesus Christ.   

It is a 7 weeks study. 

Books will be about $12. 

Please contact by Monday 

March 6 the church office 

642-3376  or Florence 

Marlowe 918-8187 if you 

would like to order a 

book . 

 
 

 

NURTURE COMMITTEE  

Our committee members 

have not been idle- we have 

been helping with various 

activities at the church and 

have been working on plan-

ning for the Lenten lunches 

following the Lenten services 

in March.  We are doing the 

March 8th lunch and have a 

delicious menu planned!  We 

would like to thank all those 

who are participating in the 

meals in any capacity.  It is a 

very nice addition to our 

church services during the 

Lenten season. 

Debbie Conway,  chair 

RADIO MINISTRY 

Many thanks to the Radio Ministry committee for funding 

the purchase of a wireless access point and laptop for the 

church parlor.  This will equip the parlor for online events 

and streaming 

such as 

YouTube and 

Zoom.  More 

and more of 

our meetings 

and programs 

involve online 

presentations.    

 



We would like to thank our boy scouts for their 

service to our church. Many times they work in the 

background without recognition, but we would like 

to recognize a few deeds they have done recently. 

Last month they invited our church family to a 

BBQ style dinner prepared by their troop. Dinner 

was delicious and the atmosphere was very invit-

ing. 

They also removed debris and a fallen tree after 

our last hurricane.  

Again, thank you to our scouts and a job well done! 

 

2 Timothy 1:7 - for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but 
rather a spirit of power and love and of self-discipline. 

What: WECT Studio Tour and lunch afterwards at The Harp 

When: Thursday, March 16 

Time: meet at 8:31 am for 8:44 departure - return time ap-
proximately 2:02 pm 

Where: Wilmington 

Cost: $5 for transportation, plus lunch money 

Last date to sign up: Sunday, March 12 - yes, please sign up 

SUNSHINE GROUP OUTING 

BOY SCOUTS 
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