The Methodist Messenger
May / June 2022
Whiteville United Methodist Church
Sunday School - 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service - 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Holy Communion Service/Bible Study - 6:00 p.m.

Discipleship: A Pathway
God is love, and all who live in love live in God, and God lives in them. And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect.
(1 John 4:16-17a)
What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don't show it by your actions? Can that kind of faith
save anyone? Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or clothing, and you say, "Good-bye and have a good
day; stay warm and eat well"—but then you don't give that person any food or clothing. What good does that do? So you
see, faith by itself isn't enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless. (James 2:14-17)
A word that we use a lot in the church is discipleship. But what is discipleship really? Well, from the scriptures above we
are reminded that God is the first mover in this spiritual relationship between God and humankind. God initiates a
relationship with you, and your positive response initiates a pathway called discipleship. It is that life-long pathway that
begins with a simple profession of faith in Jesus and continues into a life of active servanthood (see James). It is life fully
lived in the Kingdom of God. It is a life we live both individually and collectively as the Body of Christ.
Along the way that pathway needs to include training or equipping. That equipping could be furthered through activities such
as Bible study, skill development, leadership training or learning one’s spiritual gifts.
The pathway will essentially embrace opportunities for deepening your faith and trust in God. Participating in scriptural study
beyond simple daily devotionals can help a Christian learn more about the heart and mind of God. Worship, fasting, and
meditation are all good ways to reach more deeply into the spiritual life. Life in a small group will certainly lead to
opportunities for Christian conversation that opens doors to meaningful dialogue and the revealing of truth by the Holy Spirit.
Alongside equipping and deepening activities are essential opportunities made to engage the world in the name of Jesus
Christ. James reminds us that faith, no matter how sincere, must be lived out in the lives of our neighbors or it is useless.
So, we must always ask ourselves in any situation, “How can I go beyond loving God to loving neighbor?” For when we truly
put our hands and feet to work in the name of Christ, not only do we become a witness for the Lord the love of our Lord
grows deeply within us, and we find ourselves embodying more and more the person of Christ.
During the season of Lent many people decided to give up something as a way to focus more on their spiritual life and
relationship with Christ. In light of the discipleship activities mentioned above, I would invite you to consider taking on a
new practice in the months ahead as a way to deepen your spiritual life. There are many opportunities to learn, grow, and
serve here at Whiteville UMC. So, why not seek the leading of the Holy Spirit and join in these many Spiritual opportunities.
Pastor Terry
“Reaching People, to Teach People, to reach People”

MAY / JUNE BIRTHDAYS
MAY
2nd
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12th
18th
20th
28th
31st
JUNE
3rd
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5th
6th
9th
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11th
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15
17th
20th
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27th
28th

Margie Rabon
Mary Williamson
Leah Pait
Pat Ray
Keith Sellars
Beth Walters
Laura Beth Owens
Margaret Hicks

Kelly Pait
Clara Hunsucker
Carlton Williamson
Gloria Hunt
Jerry Hall
Bob Hankins
Lynn Sellers
Amanda Hall Jenkins
Becky High
Biff Simmons
Illya Hunt
Lewis Sauls
Kathy Graham
Wendy Hood
Geneva Ashley
Ellen McLam
John Turner
Beth Bullard
Tom Leggett
Ruth Walsh

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
The Wednesday Bible Study will host it’s final class on
May 4th.
Love in Christ Florence Marlowe

To God Be the Glory
In Psalm 40:5, David declares: “Many, LORD my God,
are the wonders you have done, the things you
planned for us. None can compare with you; were I to
speak and tell of your deeds, they would be too many
to declare” (NIV). Do we remember to give God glory,
praise, and thanks for everything? Scripture reminds
us in James 1:17: “Every good and perfect gift is from
above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly
lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.”
In the Old Testament, God chooses Moses, and
Aaron, to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. Yet, time
and time again, the Israelites grumble, rebel, and
complain about the hardships of the journey instead of
being thankful. When the people quarrel with Moses
and Aaron about not having water, Moses says:
“Listen, you rebels, must we bring you water out of
this rock?” (Numbers 20:10). Instead of obeying God’s
command to speak to the rock, Moses strikes the rock
twice with his staff. God provides the water for the
thirsty people and their animals, but Moses takes
credit for God’s miracle.
We see the consequences of disobeying and denying
God His glory. “But the LORD said to Moses and
Aaron, ‘Because you did not trust in me enough to
honor me as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will
not bring this community into the land I give them’”
(Numbers 20:12).
God is a loving God but also a just God. He desires a
relationship with each of us that includes being aware
of His presence with us and praising, worshipping, and
glorifying Him as we go about our daily lives.
Remember the words of Romans 11:36: “For from
Him and through Him and for Him are all things. To
Him be the glory forever!”
-- Judy, a sister in Christ

Serving in May / June
Acolytes
May
1- Andrew Bullard
8- Andrew Sauls
15- Emily Sauls
22- Peyton Hunt
29- Open
June
5- Andrew Bullard
12- Andrew Sauls
19- Emily Sauls
26- Peyton Hunt

NURTURE COMMITTEE
The Lenten services and lunches were a great success this
year! It was so nice to be able to get together to worship and
fellowship with not just our church members but other
churches as well. Many thanks to all of those that helped with
the lunches: cooking, decorating, serving and cleaning up! We
didn’t realize how much we missed being together while
doing something for other people to enjoy and serving the
Lord! Special thanks to all those who bought food, etc. for the
lunches- everyone declined reimbursement, so all the
donations received went to a contribution to UMCOR for
Ukrainian relief which totaled $1100.00!
Debbie Conway, Chair

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH
As you can see, United Methodist Women have changed their
name world-wide. We still have the same goals and principles
as before, just a new name.
Our April meeting was a very interesting one, we toured the
Domestic Violence Shelter and Vickie Pait did an excellent job
showing us around and explaining how things work and the
programs they offer. They even gave each of us a nice carry
bag with some goodies in it!

NOTE OF THANKS
We would like to thank the WUMC family for the thoughts,
prayers, cards, food, and visits during the loss of Dan’s
brother, Rev. Roy O Biser, Jr. and my father, Joe Blake
Barefoot. We sincerely appreciate your reaching out with care
and comfort during a challenging time. Our spirits were
certainly lifted each time we heard from you. Please accept
our love and thanks.
-Dan and Jo Anne Biser

Our May meeting will be another “field trip”. We are going to
the home of Lisa Yemma near New Hope to learn about
pollinator plants and she will have some plants for sale and
other things as well. All women of the church are invited to
attend. We will meet in the church parking lot at 6:00 pm on
Monday, May 2nd (note the time change from the usual 6:30
pm). We will carpool out to her house.
Our annual Candle Burning is coming up- it is an opportunity
donate in memory of or honor of someone. The monies
support the work of the UMW for women, children and youth.
This is open to anyone in the church. Funds should be donated
by June 15th and a list published as well as a candle burned
during worship. Checks payable to Whiteville United
Methodist Women should be given to Carolyn Hankins,
treasurer or Debbie Conway, president, please note the
person you are honoring or giving in memory of.
We are not scheduled to meet in June, July or August- but we
will not be idle!
Debbie Conway, President

OUTREACH COMMITTEE
Outreach by members of Whiteville United Methodist
Church is not limited to one person, one committee, or
one event. It is a collective sharing with other people by
all of those involved in our church.
Our team, led by Ann Sauls, brought breakfast snacks to
the Health Department to give tangible expression of
appreciation for the staff efforts in serving Columbus
County. The morning of April 24 saw a hallway lined with
a wide array of baked goods, fresh fruit, juice and water
arrayed between flower arrangements. Each staff
member was given a card, designed by Debbie Conway,
to take back as a more lasting reminder of our thanks.
The appreciation expressed went both ways; apparently
this kind of “Thank You” had not been done previously.
The money donated at Lenten Lunches was donated to
UMCOR for Ukraine Relief efforts. We have so much and
frankly I cannot envision the pain and suffering being
inflicted on both Ukraine and Russian fighters as well as
civilians caught in the midst of attacks. But we do what
we can to provide aid and are thankful that UMCOR
already has partners in the area to purchase and deliver
goods in an effective manner. The needs go on – we see
no end in sight – and all of us should in one way or
another continue to give support to those afflicted.
Locally we donated funds to Whiteville Primary School
for the expanded garden to show students how
vegetables grow as well as have a taste of the produce.

( Above: Pictures from Outreach missions)

Healthy Hands Project

The Prayer Partners linkage with interested staff at
Edgewood Elementary School and the Columbus County
DREAM Center has a ripple effect. It is one way to listen
for specific prayer requests by our partner as well as pray
daily for the individual, students and schools in our
community. If you do not yet have a prayer partner and
would like one, contact Debbie Conway.
Thanks to each of you for your part in Outreach. These
items are only some of the work being done. Watch for
Lunch and Learn to resume on Tuesday, May 10, at 11:00
am in the Fellowship Hall. Read Pat Ray’s article as
Parish Nurse to learn more details.
Carolyn Hankins, for the Outreach Team

The Witness Committee will continue taking donations
for a local middle school. Baskets will be placed in the
office and Narthex for donations. Listed below are
desired items. For more information please call Sylvia
Walters.

CRISIS PRAYER RESPONSE SERVICES

The first in a new initiative to provide more opportunities for
community prayer and worship to God was held at Whiteville
UMC on May 1 with a Crisis Prayer Response service at 6 p.m.
for Ukraine. Whiteville will host a special Crisis Prayer
Response, or CPR, service for the community whenever an
unexpected crisis, such as a tragedy, disaster, or war, creates
an urgent need in the congregation to beseech God to send
His help.
Members of the congregation took part in the CPR for Ukraine
by reading scriptures and offering prayers. The local
community also took part. Rev. Dr. Wayne Brown, of First
Baptist Church, read scripture and offered prayer. Janice
Young, of First Baptist, offered prayer and testimony about
their mission in sending shipping containers of needed items
to help the Ukrainian people. Whiteville has donated Lenten
Lunch proceeds to UMCOR for Ukraine relief. Six reputable
relief agencies providing aid to Ukraine were listed on the
bulletin’s back page.
The formation of a new CPR team enables the church to move
quickly to provide a special service when a need arises. CPR
services are customized and focused to fit the specific prayer
needs of a crisis. Team members include: Rev. Dr. Terry Hunt,
senior pastor; Dr. Judy Curtis, congregational care pastor,
certified lay minister (CLM) candidate, witness committee;
Nan Leggett; organist, worship committee; Shirley Kennedy,
witness committee; Fran Williams, mutual ministry team
member for the CLM process; and Suzanne Hall, SPRC,
worship, preschool, children’s ministry, nominations
committees. Anyone who would like to take part in a future
CPR service can contact any member of the team.
CPR services fit with Whiteville’s recent Vision Plan, “Daring to
Dream for God, 2022.” They also are the fruit of the year-long
NCCUMC Certified Lay Minister process. At its root, the
church is a caring community, sharing the love of Jesus Christ
with its members and the greater community. Jesus declares,
“It is written, my house will be called a house of prayer”
(Matthew 21:13). These CPR services meet a spiritual need of
the congregation, and the community, to turn to God in times
of crisis, pray for His deliverance for those at risk, and worship
and pray with one another in lifting our voices to God.
Scripture tells us in times of crisis to turn to God for His
strength and help (Isaiah 41:10). God will respond to the
praise of His people (2 Chronicles 20:22) and will answer their
prayers (Isaiah 65:24; 1 John 5:15).

Judy Curtis

PARISH NURSE
“Trust in the Lord forever, for in the Lord God you have an
everlasting rock.
Isaiah 26:4 (NRSV)
After more than two years without Lunch and Learn, it will be
resumed in the Fellowship Hall Tuesday, May 10, at 11 a.m.
The program will be a review and update of Hospice services
available in our community. Presenters will be Community
Educator Jovona Bellamy and Registered Nurse Crystal
Simmons.
Join us for lunch and an informative program. The program
and lunch are free and open to any interested individuals. For
additional information, please contact Morgan in the church
office at 910-642-3376 or Pat (numbers at article closing).
Mark your calendars now for our annual Flu Clinic scheduled
for Tuesday, October 4, at 9:30 am to 12 noon in the
Fellowship Hall. Ben Sauls, registered pharmacist/owner of
Village Pharmacy at Lake Waccamaw, will direct the clinic for
us. We are grateful to Ben for partnering with us to provide
the clinic again this year. Vaccine will be available for senior
adults and regular vaccine for persons under 65. Registration
for appointment slots will begin in September.
Exercise classes are going well on Tuesday and Thursday at 10
to 11:00 a.m. in the church parlor. Please help us spread the
word. Participation in the class is free and open to all. You are
welcome to give it a try. So far we have had folks from not
only WUMC, but also several other churches.
Joy and peace, Patricia Ray
910-642-4813 Home
910-770-1078. Cell
STEWARDSHIP REPORT
It is wonderful to see more folks in the sanctuary on Sunday
mornings! Our average worship service attendance in April
was 77. We had over 80 in attendance on two Sundays in
April. This is the highest average since February 2020. Our
year-to-date average is 58.
Unfortunately, our offerings are going in the opposite
direction. April offerings were $6,304 less than last April’s and
year-to-date they are $13,039 less than last year’s. Our
expenses so far are $4,664 greater than our income. We have
not paid any conference apportionments. Our annual
property and liability insurance premium is over $17,000 and
is due in July. The finance committee will continue to monitor
the situation and look for sources to resolve our short-term
shortfall, but this is a long term problem. We move forward in
faith, hoping and praying that offerings will increase.
Thank you for your stewardship.
Tom Leggett, Finance Chairperson

SUNSHINE GROUP OUTING
Date:
Monday, June 6th
Time:
Meet at the church @ 8:45 am
Return approx 2:30ish
Activity:
Tour the Burgwin-Wright House : house tour lasts approx
45 min - gardens, and art gallery.
Cost:
Groups of 10 or more / $11 + tax (Seniors $12 + tax) can
take as many as 20 on tour at one time
Lunch: within walking distance
Slice of Life Pizza & Pub
Cost:
$10-18
Sign-up sheets can be found in the narthex or office.
The Sunshine group is a new idea that will include group
outings, lunches and other activites. Listed above will be
our first of hopefully many group outings. All are invited
to attend. Please contact Tammy McCullum or Pastor
Hunt for more information.

May 2022
SUNDAY
1

MONDAY
2

TUESDAY
3

6:00 p.m. Methodist
Women/ Parlor

8

9

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship.

WEDNESDAY
4

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

5

6

7

13

14

20

21

27

28

9:30 a.m. Bible Study
/Fellowship Hall

10

11

12

10:00 Excercise class/
Parlor

6:00 p.m. Holy
Communion/ Bible Study

10:00 Excercise
class/ Parlor

17

18

19

10:00 Excercise class/
Parlor

6:00 p.m. Holy
Communion/ Bible Study

10:00 Excercise
class/ Parlor

24

25

26

10:00 Excercise class/
Parlor

6:00 p.m. Church
Preschool Graduation

10:00 Excercise
class/ Parlor

6:00 p.m. Ukraine Prayer &
Worship Service
15

16

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship

22

23

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship

29
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship

30

31
10:00 Excercise class/
Parlor

June 2022
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
2

3

4

10

11

17

18

24

25

6

7

8

9

9:00 a.m. Sunday School

8:45 Sunshine Group
Outing

10:00 Excercise class/
Parlor

6:00 p.m. Holy
Communion/ Bible Study

10:00 Excercise
class/ Parlor

13

14

15

16

10:00 Excercise class/
Parlor

6:00 p.m. Holy
Communion/ Bible Study

10:00 Excercise
class/ Parlor

21

22

23

10:00 Excercise class/
Parlor

6:00 p.m. Holy
Communion/ Bible Study

10:00 Excercise
class/ Parlor

28

29

30

12
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship

19

20

9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship

26
9:00 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship

27

10:00 Excercise class/
Parlor

SATURDAY

1

5

10:00 a.m. Worship.

FRIDAY

10:00 Excercise
class/ Parlor

WHITEVILLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH CONTACT AND VISITATION LIST

Name

Address -

Phone -Area code 910

Whiteville 28472 unless otherwise noted

H=home C=Cell / Notes

Sabra Allen

623 Blue Jean Road

H: 207-6432 C: 317-6191

Jan Avant

West Bladen Assisted Living - PO Box 669

Jan - C: 874-7345

714 Bladen St, Bladenboro NC 28320

Call facility for appointment 863-4500

Bill and Sue Ball

274 Hillcrest Lane

Sue 642-2947

John and Louise Barkley

707 Evergreen St

John 640-6301 Louise 840-1895

Sara Brooks

713 Bryce St

H: 642-4192, C: 641-7825

Louise Brinson

West Bladen Assisted Living - PO Box 669
714 Bladen St, Bladenboro NC 28320

Call facility for appointment 863-4500

Lewellyn David

Liberty Commons, 1402 Pinckney St

C: 910-995-5611

Layton and Libby Dowless

53 Sherwood Rd,

C: 770-2062

Betty Hamilton

PO Box 297; 136 Maple St Brunswick 28424

H: 642-2689 C: 840-1221

Emily Harris

Lumberton Health and Rehab

Mail only

1555 Willis Ave, Lumberton 28358
Margaret Hicks

104 E Frink St

C: 200-7580 (text only-hearing
impaired)
H: 642-2760

Lindbergh Holden

3366 James B White Hwy North

H: 642-2463

Wendy Hood

30 Mahan Street

C: 840-1527

Clara Hunsucker

Liberty Commons, 1402 Pinckney St

C: 840-7776

Mary Hutchins

170 Peppertree Crossing Avenue,

C: 840-9777

Brunswick, GA 31525
Judy Kachinka

West Bladen Assisted Living - PO Box 669

Contact through Jan Avant

714 Bladen St, Bladenboro NC 28320
Jimmy and Nancy Oakley 113 E Calhoun St

H: 207-6867 Nancy C: 207-3927

Lucille Raynor

3507 James B White Hwy South

Mail only

Thetus Sessions

638 Warrior Trail

642-2693

Phil Stoll

538 Woodfield Rd

642-5265

Ann Suggs

1270 Beaverdam Rd, Chadbourn 28431

H: 653-3711

Marty Ward

PO Box 489; 251 Country Club Rd.

H: 642-3086

Ruth Walsh

411 Inman Lake Rd

H: 642:2537 C: 445-1942

Linda Whitehead

Liberty Commons, 1402 Pinckney St

Ann Worthington

Carpenter Place Rehab and Living Center
600 Fieldwood Lane, Matthews NC 28105

C: 840-2980

NC Conference to host Transition Seminar on Sunday, May 15

The North Carolina Conference will host a Transition Seminar for all churches and pastors experiencing
changes in ministerial appointments. This year’s Transition Seminar will be on Sunday, May 15, at four
locations from 3-6 pm. Pastors will attend the meeting corresponding to the District of their new
appointment. Pastors, register at districts.nccumc.org.
At the Transition Seminar, you will receive information on ending your current appointment well and
strategies to begin your new appointment with enthusiasm and excitement. You will also have the
opportunity to meet the S/PPRC members, who will be attending from your new church, and get
acquainted with your new District Superintendent and Administrative Assistant to the DS (AADS).
Clergy retiring, taking a leave of absence, being appointed to an Extension Ministry, or taking an
appointment outside of the NC Conference, are not required to attend the Transition Seminar.
The S/PPRC chairperson and another S/PPRC member from each church will attend the Transition
Seminar held at the event affiliated with their District.

1. Beacon/Sound Districts: First UMC: Washington, 304 West 2nd Street. Washington, NC 27889 (in Wesley Hall)
2. Capital/Fairway Districts: Genesis UMC, 850 High House Rd, Cary, NC 27519 (in the Worship Room)
3. Corridor/Heritage Districts: Aldersgate UMC, 1320 Umstead Rd, Durham, NC 27712 (in the Family Life Center)
4. Harbor/Gateway Districts: Whiteville UMC, 902 Pinckney St, Whiteville, NC 28472 (in the Fellowship Hall)
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